
Here are instructions for easy wands, using materials you are likely to have at home.  

There are 7 different wands, so you have lots of options and ideas!  

Have fun and use your imagination.   

Find a twig that you like. It could be straight or 

crooked, bumpy or smooth. You might like a stick 

with a very interesting personality. 

See what kind of craft supplies you  

already have at home. You will  

probably need scissors and glue. Some 

options are masking or duct tape, yarn, 

string, twine, embroidery floss, ribbon 

(the cloth kind), pipe cleaners, or even 

beads (for older kids). Anything else? 

Here’s how you do it (easiest to hardest): 

This is not a twig, but a dried stalk from last year’s tiger lilies. It is sturdy, thicker, and light-

weight. This is painter’s masking tape that comes in different colors. If you only have plain 

masking tape, you could decorate the tape with permanent marker after you have covered 

your wand. You need to start at the thinner end, and wind the tape around until the stick is 

all covered. I found out the hard way that if you start at the thick end, the tape just makes a 

stripe. See the green bit at the bottom of the wand? : ) 



Pipe cleaners are easy to wind around the stick. Again, it is 

easier to start on the thinner end of your twig. They do have 

sharp points on each end, though, so make sure you wind the 

next twist of your pipe cleaner over that point. The very last 

point can be tucked under (an adult can help) or covered 

with a spot of liquid glue. Let it dry before you cast any spells! 

Using yarn is fun and pretty easy. Tie the yarn a little way 

up from the end of the stick. Then wind the yarn round 

and round, starting at the very end of the stick, so then it 

covers up your knot as you go. 

See, it’s almost completely covered. 

Keep winding! 

Closeup of  

Overlapping 

To start a new 

color, tie a knot a 

little ways away, 

and leave some 

of your first color 

hanging.  

Using your thumb, hold the hanging end of 

your first color in place with that knot, 

while you use your other hand to wind the 

new color over it all. See that little tip of 

the orange yarn and the red knot about to 

be covered? 



 

Once you make it all the way to the other end of the 

twig, leave a couple inches of yarn hanging. With the 

same color, or a different color (shown here), use a short 

piece to tie a DOUBLE knot tightly around the end. 

 

Then add a spot of liquid glue to make sure it stays  

in place. Remember to let it dry, young wizard. Then 

you can cut off the ends, or leave them to look like 

magic zapping out of your wand. 

Do you have any craft or acrylic paint?  

You can paint all or part of your twig. This is  

especially good if the twig is really thin.  

Remember to spread newspaper down first! 

Let paint dry completely before continuing. 

This wand was finished using white cotton 

string, and then rough twine. (see below) 

Follow the yarn  

instructions when  

using string, twine,  

or embroidery floss. 



If you’d like to make a thicker 

“handle” at the base of your 

wand, you can wind back up 

again in another layer. When 

you stop and tie a knot, cut 

off the extra and then add a 

spot of glue so it holds. 

To use ribbons, you can do it in different ways. 

Tie a double knot and trim the ends how long or 

short you want them. Little sparks of color as 

shown on the left, or long streamers. Another 

way is to wind a ribbon round and round, like the 

tape. You need to start at the narrow end of the 

twig when using ribbon. 

You can start with a knot, it’s a lot 

easier than gluing it in place. The 

ribbon end sticking out adds some 

flare. If you don’t want a knot, cut 

the ribbon to fit, and then tie in 

place with a piece of embroidery 

floss. You could also use string or 

thread. Finish with a dot of glue so 

it holds. Both methods are shown. 

FOR OLDER KIDS (maybe ages 8 and up?) 

For this next wand, a part of the twig will be left  

uncovered. If your twig has any sharp areas that  

could scratch you, sand the area until it’s smooth. 



Do you have any  beads around the house? 

They have to be the tiny kind. Tie a VERY long 

thread or beading string to the bottom of 

your twig. (Choose a small twig!) Put a spot 

of glue on the knot. After it dries, put beads 

on the string, about a million (or whatever). 

Make sure there is still plenty of string left on 

the end, don’t fill it all the way with beads. 

Wind the beads round and round, trying to  

keep the beads close together on the string so they don’t leave big gaps. Then tie the 

thread/beading string around the twig. You may need an adult to help. Do this three times.  

Put a spot of glue on the knot right where the beads end. (All of your knots probably won’t 

be exactly together.) In the photo below, you can see the glue hasn’t dried yet. 

Beads, yarn, pipe cleaners, embroidery floss, ribbons, masking tape, paint, 

string, or twine: the last twig is left for you to design. Just use your  

imagination and what you have at home. The wizarding world awaits . . .  


